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Section A: Getting Organized
Dreamweaver and Blackboard: An Overview

Blackboard is a web-based application. Course sites created using Blackboard
have a pre-designed format. One is basically forced to conform to the design
parameters established by the application. This may not be a bad thing since
less time is spent on designing and maintaining a site. Perhaps the best reason
for using Blackboard is that it is a complete course management system,
allowing you to easily communicate with students, give online exams, etc.

Pages created in Blackboard look plain and boring, however, because of the
restricted interface. Dreamweaver, on the other hand, is a complete site creation
application, giving you complete control over page designs. Dreamweaver lets
you create and edit HTML (Hypertext Markup Language), the programming of the
web.

Nobody uses all the features of Blackboard (Bb). In fact, some of us are interested in
one or two of the following areas of Bb: Discussion, Chats, Email, Testing,
Announcement, etc. Imagine a Dreamweaver-generated site that incorporates only
the features of Bb that you use. This two-hour session will attempt to do just that.
Furthermore, we will show how to upload Dreamweaver-designed pages into a
Blackboard site.
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Section A: Getting Organized
Creating folders to store your stuff in

One key to being a good designer is to be very careful about where you put
things. This means keeping your files together in a folder.

Website folders

You'll create two folders for your practice website, one for your html documents
and the other for images you will put on the site. The images folder will be inside
the mysite folder.

1. On the Desktop, double click on Documents.
2. Choose Make a new Folder or right-click in the window and choose New -
Folder:

‘ My Documents

File  Edit Miew Favarites Tools  Help
L Back =i e g T | o~ Search Folders | B
Address I_“:.' My Documents

Mame = | Date Modified
File and Folder Tasks £ | accessibility 7l14/2004 1:1
) ACE site 32/2005 9:5
) Make fold

é dEE A nen oo L,:uaclmm 2 {2BI2005 11

Pub his Folder to Fhe .
04 11

Web

Creates a new, empby Fu:ulu:ler in I:he Folder wou have QpEn,
. u_|a1'IE1TIET1E—9',IZT,IZ'ULLI4 Y
k! Share this Folder

Y I o 1l e —— =

3. Name the folder mysite and hit Enter.
4. Double-click on the mysite folder to open it.

5. Again choose Make a new Folder or right-click in the window and choose
New - Folder.

6. Name the new folder images.

You can now close the Documents window.
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Section A: Getting Organized
Opening Dreamweaver and getting to know the interface

Now open Dreamweaver MX (usually located in the applications folder on the Desktop,
or under Start - Programs - Macromedia - Macromedia Dreamweaver MX

Note: Sometimes Dreamweaver opens with an error message, as shown below.
If this happens, just click on "Cancel."

Dreamweayer El

9 The local root folder, A:, does naot exist.
\'f) Pleaze chooze a new local roat folder fram the
Edit Siteg dialog.

Edit Sites... I Caricel

You should now see the Dreamweaver interface:

£) Macromedia Dreamweaver MX - [Untitled Document (Untitled-1)] E]@
4 File Edit ‘“iew Insert Modify Text Commands Sike  Window Help - g x

- Common Laga Tenut Tabl Fraa Fc\rﬂ Tea Cha] Mea Heaq Scriﬂ Appl
NES EEHEDS

€% =2 ZE ZF  Title:  Untiled Document i &,
el asee]

| File= Edite Wiews Sites
aC |8 & Wid | d
risite * | | Local View w

[ Site - mysite {";\Documents and ©

+ ['ﬁ' Desktop
4
Unititled-1
<body: 4005 188 5 KM =2
Format | Mane W __,é::., Diefault Font w  Size |Mone s E
Link: w37 Target
£ >
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Section A: Getting Organized
Defining the local site information

The first thing we need to do is to tell Dreamweaver where our stuff is. This is
called "defining a site."

1. From the Site menu choose Site - New Site.
2. A site definition window will appear. Click on the Advanced tab at the top.

3. In the Site Name field, type testsite or some other name you like. If you're
doing this in the lab be sure to include your initials somewhere in the folder name.

4. In the Local Root Folder field, click on the = icon to the right. Go inside your
testsite folder in Documents or My Documents and choose Select.

Basic  Adwanced

Categorny Local Info
Local Info
Femote Info Site Mame: ,
Testing Server ite: M arne: Ifnr_l:ul:u_mte
Cloaki
Dengglr??dntes Local FRoat Falder: IE:"-.D oeuments and Settingshal Users\Des ()
Slte Map La_lr":lut n { Y SR S [ I ol [ Y M, T A B | A
File Wigw . y
Choose Local Root Folder for Site for_bb_site 2 x|
Select: I ) for_bb_site j aF - )

Pimages

5. For Default Images Folder click on the =2 icon. Navigate back to the images folder
you made inside testsite. Click on your images folder and choose Select.

Tip:

Since web servers distinguish between upper and lowercase, it's easiest to name
your files and folders with lowercase letters only. This will help later when you are
linking to different documents in your site.

Also it's best not to leave blank spaces in your file names or folder names. For
example, “forbbsite” is preferable to “for bb site” as a name.

If you prefer separate words, use the underscore by holding down the shift key
and pressing the hyphen key on the keyboard. That way you can name it
for_bb_site.

5
dwbb_ps_022406.doc



Section A: Getting Organized
Setting the remote site information

Let’s enter the remote site information so that later we can easily upload our files
to the server.

1. In the Site Definition window, Under Category (on the left) select Remote Info.
2. Under Access choose FTP. The Remote Info window appears.

3. Under FTP host, type faculty.lagcc.cuny.edu

4. Type in your Login, e.g., afaculty.

5. Leave the password field blank unless you are working on your own computer.
6. Click on Test. If all is well you should get a message that Dreamweaver has
connected to the server.

Site Definition for mysite d

Basic | Advanced

Categony Remote Info

Local Info

Remaote Info
Testing Server
Cloaking
Dezign Mates
Site Map Layout

File Wiew Columnz Host Directory:
Lagin: | afaculky
FPazzword: [Jsave

Accessz | FTP L

FTP Host: | faculty lagoe, cuny.edu

7. Back in the Edit Sites dialogue box, click OK at the bottom.
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Section B: Building and Modifying Pages in Dreamweaver
Inserting a basic table

Many webpages are constructed from complex tables that control the positioning of
images and text on the page. It can be helpful to use Dreamweaver’s tables as a
layout tool for a Blackboard site.

1. Choose Insert - Table or click on l (the insert table icon.)
2. Type 3 rows and 1 column.

3. Type a percentage width of 80%.

4. Type a border of 0.

5. Click OK.
Insert Table
Rows: | 3 Cell Padding:
Columns: |1 Cell Spacing:
Wiidkh: | 80 Percent |
Border: |0

You can now type directly into the table cells or copy and paste text that you
have already typed into the table.

Let's get a sample banner image and put in our images folder. Then it can be
accessed from Dreamweaver and inserted into the page:

6. Go to: http://faculty.lagcc.cuny.edu/ctl/dfl/samplepics.htm . At the bottom of
the page there is a banner image for “My Course.”

7. Right-click on the My Course banner and choose Save Picture As...
8. Browse to your testsite/images folder and click Save.

9. Now we'll insert the banner image into the webpage. In Dreamweaver:
= Click inside the top row, since that's where the banner will go.

= Click on the image icon (a tree.) Or choose Insert - Image from the
menus.
= Click on the banner image you saved in your images folder and click OK.

10. Save your page with a name like testpage.htm.
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Section B: Building and Modifying Pages in Dreamweaver

Adding and Modifying Content
Now let's play around with content and how it looks. In the second row of the table, type
in the name of your practice “course” and a brief blurb about it.

#)Macromedia Dreamweaver MX - [Untitled Document (for_bb_site fintro*)]
|3] File Edit Wiew Insert Modify Text Commands Site ‘Window Help

» Design

%@\%@.E% —

» Application
Titls: | Untitled Documesnt (s SIRN Bl - v Files

Filew Edit- Wiew- Sites
0 &% &v@|m
IF-:ur_bb_site j IL-:u:aI View j

i
: . . =) Site - For_bb_site (C:\Documents
The History of Stonecarving 0D images
Blurb blurb blurb blurb blurb blurb hirb bhurb blurb blurbblurb bhurb Bhurb blurb @ intro.htm
blurb blurb blurb bhurb Blurb blurb blurb bhurb blurbblurb | & Desiop

Use the Properties window at the bottom of the document to adjust the font size and
color, change the background color of a cell, and add a link:

. = Properties

Format | Faragraph |v|_{£‘3‘.|DeFaultant P Size Nonelvl! #330099 B F E =E = =
Link. w~e | S| Targer 0= = &2 &5

S| oo tor[oenug] v Newiw ] = =

ot ] dE Vet | DieFaulr - H Header [ | Eg I_vl Erdr I_vl

Let's say you'd like to have more text and an image under the course title and blurb.
Select the image of your choice from http://faculty.lagcc.cuny.edu/ctl/dfl/samplepics.htm
and save it in the images folder of your testsite.

1. Back in Dreamweaver, click in the third row of the table.

2. Click on the insert picture icon and insert the new image.

3. For practice, add some text with the picture and change the properties.
B2 T T0 Cormmen [ Loyou ] Test] Taties] Frames| Forms| Tempiates] Characters | Wedi] esd  Sept | Fppheation I
NCO@EEHENDOERENRwE

9] Z2J[ZE | 5 | Tl [t Document 8. ®. | ¢ < (.8 |

D‘@E'ﬁ‘%ﬁ|na‘

The History of Stonecarving

‘Bleh hleh yak yak bleh bleh bleh yakkity yak bleh bleh hleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh
‘hleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh
‘hleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh, k

EB|E‘h bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh hleh
;bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh bleh: |

chmese e Greek it Mavan
4. Save your document and hit F12 10 see it in the browser
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Section B: Building and Modifying Pages in Dreamweaver

Alt for Images
Sometimes visitors to your site may not be able to see images, whether because
of physical disabilities, or because they are not willing or able to access the site’s
graphics. Designers can use the Alt tag to describe what an image conveys.

To use the Alt tag:
1. Select the image.
2. In the Properties menu Alt box, write a brief descriptive phrase.

Chinese

...............................................

| Untitled-1 | testsite hkm J

:body: <kables <trx <bd: cimgz

. » Properties \

H Image, 2K W |TH Sri |imagegﬂchinege.ipg {au[ﬁ =1 IEhinege Buddha E;I
I

H 100 Link | 35 [ EdieJ [ Resetsize |

After you've put a brief description in the Alt box, users can access the
description of the image whether or not they can see it. The phrase will appear if
you hover your mouse over it in the browser.

Chinese Buddha Carving

_hinese

It's important to include brief alt descriptions for all the images on your web
pages. When you view the page in the browser, hover your mouse over the
image for a moment until the Alt text appears.
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Section C: Linking to Blackboard
From Dreamweaver to Bb’s Discussion Board

Here’s how to link directly from your web page to the Discussion Board area of Bb:

1. Open Blackboard, navigate to the Designed for Learning Seminar site and minimize it
by clicking the minus sign =——==I8I% on top right of window.
2. On your Dreamweaver page, click inside the third row of the table and
type “Discussion Board”.
3. Hit enter, then type “Enter”.

To copy the shortcut link from Bb that will go from our Dreamweaver site directly to the
Discussion Board in Bb:

4. Maximize the Bb window, right-click on Discussion Board, and left-click on Copy
Shortcut:

LaGuardia Courses Digital Library ePortfolio
©

COURSES » DESIGHED FOR LEARMING - 20045 » ANNOUNCEL
|I Announcements 3
[, Materials | VIEWTODAY | VIEW LAST 7 DAYS VIEW LAST 30

fiiscussion Board 1
Open

|. E  openin New Window 1ouncements found.
Save Target As...

IL_ Print Target

|. b cut

Copy. iﬁ
@ Paste
@ Add ko Favarites. .,

Blackboard Leaming System Th

Baclward Links Copy
Cached Snapshok of Page Aocessibilt
Similar Pages

T

6. Return to Dreamweaver and Fﬁi_lg:_ﬁlight the word or words you want to link, such as
“Visit the Discussion Board” or “Enter here for class discussion.”
7. In Properties, right-click in the link box, and left-click on paste, as shown:

ndo

Zuk:
Untitled-1| inkro_ 020205
- Copy

<biody: <table: <bre <bdz <0
- w Properties Dielete
Eormat | Faragraph Select Al nt '!rI Eizelr'd-:une - I E
Link. _— vI {B-ui" Iargetl_

8. While still on your Dreamweaver page, de-select the link word or words by clicking
anywhere else on the page. They should now appear like a hyperlink. Save the page
and hit F12 to preview it.

9. When you click on the link, you will leave the current Dreamweaver page and be
directed to Bb’s login. When you enter, it now goes directly to the Discussion Board.
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Section D: Copying a Dreamweaver page into Blackboard

To copy your Dreamweaver page into Bb:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

Hit the F12 key to see your page in the browser.

Go to Edit -> Select All, or use keyboard shortcut Ctrl-A.

Go to Edit -> Copy, or use keyboard shortcut Ctrl-C.
Minimize Dreamweaver and go to Bb.

In Bb’s Control Panel, go to the area where you'd like your table graphic to appear.
Unfortunately it doesn’t work for the Announcements page. If you want students to
see the design when they enter your site, you can change the “entry point” of your
Bbd site to a page like Course Documents (or whatever you choose.)

Add a new item to this folder. In the Name field, type “welcome” or whatever you
choose for a name.

In the Text Box, use keyboard shortcut Ctrl-V or the Paste icon to paste in your

page from Dreamweaver:
Text

A2
|N0rmal ;||3;||Tim I(ewF!oman;I
TV 4 B v =« @

Below the box, select HTML.

Go to the bottom of the page and click Submit.

You will be prompted to upload the image file(s) into Bb.
Browse to your folder and locate each of your images.

Click Submit. You'll see a Content Receipt page with your Dreamweaver page.
Congratulations!
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