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Photoshop Makeovers: An Introduction to 
Photo Editing Techniques 
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1. The Basics: High magnification, inserting layers, and sampling color 
 
Let's start by opening one of the images. Choose File ⇒ Open and pick one of the files 
from the "Photoshop Images" folder under My Documents.  
 
 
Working at high magnification   
 Usually an image opens at its actual size (100%) or smaller. To do detail work, we 
often want to zoom in.  
 

 
 
 
 
Zoom in:  

CTRL+ 

  
 
 
 
 
Zoom out:  

CTRL- 
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Inserting a new layer  
 
Each effect or addition is placed on a new layer. This way we can control each element 
separately and easily delete our changes.   
 

• If you can't see the layers panel, choose Window  ⇒ Show Layers. 
 

• Add new layer: CTRL-SHIFT-N (or use icon indicated below) 
 

 
 
  
 
Note: You can adjust the opacity of a layer to create a transparent effect.
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Sampling Color with the Eyedropper Tool  
 
1. Select the eyedropper tool  from the tools palette. 
 
2. Click on the region of the image that you want to sample. 
 
3. Note how the foreground color in the tools palette changes to the color you have 
selected. 
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2. Let's Airbrush!  
 
The airbrush is used to smooth over defects and enhance features. Using transparency  
we can create very subtle effects. 
 
1. Open one of the photos and find something that you want to fix (eg a blemish or, dare 
I say it, a wrinkle!) 
 
2. Use the eyedropper tool to select the skin tone. 
 
3. Add a new layer (CTRL-Shift-N). 
 
4. Select the airbrush tool  and adjust the airbrush settings (size of brush, pressure, 
etc.). 
 
5. Start airbrushing! 
 
6. Adjust the opacity of the airbrushed layer to the desired level. 
 

 
 
Note: The handy Blur tool:  
You can use the wonderful blur tool to smooth out any areas that need it. The blur tool 
blends neighboring pixels into each other. 
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3. Clone me...Using the clone stamp tool to copy patterns and textures  
 
Sometimes, you can create a more realistic effect by sampling whole textures rather 
than pure colors.  
 
1. Add a new layer (CTRL-Shift-N). 
 
2. Select the clone stamp  tool. 
 
3. Select the brush size you want and check "Use all layers". 
 
3. Hold down the ALT key and click on the region you want to clone. 
 
4. Release the ALT key and move the mouse over the area where you want the cloned 
region to appear.  
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4. Did someone say Warhol? Adjusting levels and using filters 
 
Finally, let's take a quick look at ways to brighten up images and create cool effects. 
 
1. Choose Image ⇒ Adjust ...  
 
2. Then choose Curves, Brightness/Contrast, or Hue/Saturation and play around to 
see what sorts of effects you can create. 
 

 
 
 
Note: If you have lots of layers in your image and you want the effect to be applied to all 
of them, you will need to flatten the image first (Layer ⇒ Flatten Image)
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4. Get me out of here:  
Using the magic wand, lasso, and eraser tools to cut out and clean up    
 
Often, you want to cut an image out and place it on a different background.  Several 
tools come in handy for cutting out images. The lasso tool cuts around a shape like a 
pair of scissors. The magic wand selects areas that are similar in color. The eraser tool 
is often used for clean up of the rough edges. 
 
The Lasso   
 

  
 
 
1. Select the lasso tool . 
2. Use the mouse to start drawing around the shape. It's tricky! 
3. To take a breather, let go, then hold down the Shift key before you continue using 
the lasso. (You can also remove parts of the lassoed area by holding down the ALT 
key). 
4. When you're done, choose Edit ⇒ Copy. 
 
Now let's paste the cutout onto a transparent background: 
 
1. Choose File ⇒ New.  
2. Before you click OK, check the box that says "transparent." 
3. Choose Edit ⇒ Paste. 
 
Done! 
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The Magic Brush Alternative  
 
An alternative to using the lasso is to use the magic brush to select parts of background 
and then delete these pieces to leave the part you want. 
 
First copy and paste the part you are interested in onto a new canvas with a transparent 
background. 
 
1. Select the rectangular marquee tool  and draw a marquee around the part you 
want. 
2. Choose Edit ⇒ Copy.  
3 Choose File ⇒ New.  
4. Before you click OK, check the box that says "transparent." 
5. Choose Edit ⇒ Paste. 
 
Now use the magic wand to delete the parts you don't want: 
 
1. Select the magic wand . 
2. Set the tool to the tolerance you want.  
3. Click on regions you don't want. Use the SHIFT key to add to the selected region. 
(Use ALT to subtract from it). 
4. When you're done, choose Edit ⇒ Cut to delete the unwanted area. 
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Cleaning up with the eraser  
 
The image you have cut around is probably rough around the edges. You can use the 
eraser to clean up loose pixels. 
 
1. Select the eraser tool . 
2. Choose the size and type of eraser you want.  
3. Zoom in to a high magnification (remember CTRL +). 
4. Move the eraser over the area you want to get rid of. 
 

  
 
 
Putting your image on a different background 
 
Once the image is all cleaned up, you might want to place it on a new background. 
 
1. Use CTRL-A to select all of your cutout image. 
2. Use CTRL-C to copy it. 
3. Open the image you want to use as a background.  
4. Insert a new layer. 
5. Use CTRL-V to paste it onto the background. 
 

 
 

 


